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A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN MOU WITH KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY
AFFAIRS FOR DISASTER COMMUNICATIONS

WHEREAS, the Madison County CSEP Program will be permitted to operate on the Department of 
Military Affairs’ radio frequencies; and

WHEREAS, the Madison County CSEP Program may need an efficient and effective form of statewide 
communication for emergency situations; and

WHEREAS, the Madison County CSEP Program team has researched available sources and concluded 
that the partnership with the Department of Military Affairs’ Radio Communication System will improve 
the operations of Emergency Management and will be in the best interest of protection for Kentucky’s 
citizens and first responders, which is attached hereto this Resolution; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FISCAL COURT THAT THIS 
RESOLUTION IS HEREBY APPROVED, AND THAT THE COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVE IS 
HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAME ON BEHALF OF THE FISCAL COURT.

Motion made by 1^000%^ , seconded by ^{)C\0X .

Vote:

Judge Reagan Taylor 
Magistrate Larry Combs 
Magistrate John Tudor 
Magistrate Roger Barger 
Magistrate Tom Botkin

ATTESTED

Yes No

i
T

Kenny a^ger 
Madison County Clerk

Reagan Taylt 
Madison County Judge Executive
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Memorandum of Understanding



Department of Military Affairs 

Radio Communication System 

Memorandum of Understanding

1. Purpose

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is intended to document the intentions of the applicant 
agency’s request for permission to operate on radio frequencies licensed and assigned to the Kentucky 
Anny National Guard (KYARNG) by the Federal Communication Commission through the Army 
Frequency Management Office.

Requested frequencies will be utilized on the Department of Military Affairs Radio Communication 
System (DMARCS). This system is based on a Digital Narrow^band Multicast platform consisting of 
53 radio repeater sites. These sites are positioned around the 14 Kentucky Emergency Management 
(KyEM) Areas and are linked through the Kentucky Early Warning System (KEWS) microwave 
system to the Main dispatch console in Frankfort.

The applicant agency must agree to abide by the rules of use on this system. All radio equipment must 
be approved before use on this system and will meet the specifications listed by the Department of 
Militaiy Affairs (DMA). These specifications are listed in section 4 of this document.

By virtue of signing and submitting this MOU, the applicant affirms it will comply with the 
operational and technical guidelines and the terms prescribed herein.

2. DMARC System Use

The system will be used for day-to-day operational Communication. Dispatch services will be 
provided by KyEM Duty Officers and will include information sharing and situational awareness 
between users in the field and the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Frankfort. Area 
patching for greater communication range and phone patching are also available if required. During 
response to emergency situations such as natural disasters (i.e., flooding, forest fires, tornadoes), plant 
explosions, or terrorist attack this system may become overloaded. During such critical times, proper 
utilization is essential for the users responding to the emergency. Therefore, call signs will be utilized 
with prior approval by the DMA Chief Infonnation Officer (CIO). A list of users and corresponding 
call signs must be submitted with this agreement. A spreadsheet can be found in section 11 for this 
use.

This MOU establishes operational and technical guidelines to support all users of the DMARCS. This 
system will add a new' dimension to our ability to provide effective and efficient Communication, 
which will in turn improve Emergency Management operations and a higher level of protection for 
Kentucky’s citizens and first responders.

3. Responsibilities of the Parties 

The Agency/User agrees to:

A. Maintain their radio Communication equipment in accordance with manufacturer and FCC 
specifications.



B. Maintain reasonable security from loss or theft, and unauthorized use for all radio 
Communication equipment operating on DMA frequencies.

C. Immediately report to DMA any incident causing loss of control of any radio Communication 
equipment operating on DMA frequencies.

D. Submit a list indicating the number, make, and model of each type of radio Communication
equipment that will be programmed with KYARNG frequencies (i.e., 20 Motorola ASTRO mobile 
radios) - 10 Kenwood TK5310 Digital portables etc..... )

E. Enable circuitry in radio Communication equipment that would prevent transmitter hang-on in 
excess of two minutes. (Two Minute Time Out Timer)

F. Submit updates when new radio equipment progranuued with the KYARNG frequencies is 
brought into service and as old systems are retired.

G. Use “Plain English’" for all voice transmissions (no 10 codes).

H. Refrain from “in-house” radio traffic not pertaining to a Disaster Response/Coordination 
incident.

T. Notify the KyEM Duty Officers as soon as frequency cross-connects are no longer required.

J. Insure that frequencies and associated code plugs are not released to unauthorized 
personnel/users.

K. Agree to use AES encryption to prevent local traffic from being heard at the EOC console.

L. Two way radios used on the DMA system must be configured to enable the digital option to 
provide PPT ID’s and to allow Dispatch the capability to alert, check radio, and disable radio if the 
radio is determined to have been causing disruption on the system.

M. Participate in state-wide and regional interoperability two-way radio tests and exercises.

N. Yield to emergency two-way radio traffic as required.

O. Subscribe to NIMS methodology and training requirements for emergency Communication in 
Kentucky.

DMA agrees to:

A. Secure and maintain FCC licensing for all KYARNG frequencies subject to this MOU.

B. Coordinate, license and maintain any additional frequencies needed in the future to facilitate 
the DMARCS wireless Communication network.

C. Incur expenses associated with securing, licensing, and maintaining the DMARCS wireless 
Communication network.

D. Use “Plain English” for all voice transmissions.

E. Provide dispatch services, assistance, and cross connects as required by system users.



F. Identity inappropriate use of the DMARCS and mitigate future occurrences.

G. Mitigate contention of the DMARCS Channels by exercising discipline over the radio 
Communication network.

H. Minimize system traffic to ensure ability for maximum usage during emergency situations.

I. Provide basic operational use training assistance

J. Provide for an open environment for determining operational procedures for interoperability 

during disasters and emergency operations.

4. Basic Radio Specifications

The following specifications are required for full functionality of the system.

Two-Way Radios must be capable of transmitting and receiving in the 138-148 MHz 
frequency range and have the following features:

• Conventional P25 VHF;
• Digital CAI operation;
• AES encryption;
• Enhanced Digital ID

5. MOU Submission

This MOU should be completed and returned, along with information requested, to the following 
address:

Kentucky Department of Military Affairs
NGKY-IM
100 Minuteman Pkwy.
Frankfort, KY 40601

6. Period of Agreement

This agreement will be effective when signed by both parties and approved by the DMA CIO and may 
be terminated at any time by either party via written notification.

This MOU will be reviewed periodically to ensure compliance and current applicability. Comments 
and recommendations for revision will be foru'arded to the DMA CIO for consideration. Any 
participating agency failing to maintain a current agreement may not be allowed to renew and may, as 
in a case of blatant misuse, suffer immediate cancellation.

7. Terms of Agreement

Use of KYARNG radio frequencies, other than under terms listed herein by the applicant agency, is 
prohibited and will be considered a violation of the agi'eement. Any such violation by the applicant 
agency will result in automatic termination of this agreement.

Any willful violation of FCC Rules or Regulations by the applicant agency will be considered a 
violation of the agi'eement and will result in automatic termination of this agreement.



Any terms of this MOU found to be inconsistent or in conflict with any current DMA directives or 
policies may be deemed invalid by the DMA CIO. However, in such instances, remaining terms will 
remain in effect.

8. Genera! Applicant Agency Information 

Date Submitted:

Agency Name: 

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Is the Applicant a State Agency?_____Yes _____ No

W hat type of Agency are you? (Check all that apply)

□ Law Enforcement
□ Fire
□ Emergency Medical
□ Emergency Management
□ Disaster Response
□ Military
□ Other Governmental, (provide type)_________

What is your Geographical area of responsibility ? (Check all that apply)

a Local
□ City
□ County
□ Regional
□ Statewide
□ Other (specify)

9. Agency Liaison and Standing DMA Committee Members

To facilitate the implementation of this MOU, the applicant agency and DMA each agree to designate a liaison officer to 
serve on a standing committee that will meet as needed, but no less than once a year. Matters of consideration are to 
include a review of each agency's participation in tJte MOU, an assessment of the effectiveness of the agreement, and 
modifications that may be necessary. The standing committee reserves the right to meet as needed, upon timely 
notification, to address specific cases of noncompliance or other issues of an urgent nature.



Applii;;ini A^i’iicj !..ini\nu OlTiccr

_ ... * . _____ _____ _ . .... _

_ I_______________I m.ul_____  ____ ____

l.r'lcviivi; niuoorAj^iyimwni ________________

C'ouni>___  ____ ________ _

Kciiluck\ Dcpartmciu of Mi!itar\ Affairs Sponsor i/J.'/.i 
tl.'su.illy Rcyiunal Kisju.-nji.’Mjiiajjci)
Nuiac sj£'RR'^..tx<Bvn5.________ . ...

I’ll.'.-,;: t I ■_

Dole i'rA»:"ni:K‘ni O\-Zi-Z0Z£>

Kamicks Dcpariircnl of Mililars Affairs Liaison Ofllctr l‘: O'^I.U

Name__________________ _ ______ _____

Siyn.iiurv____  _ _ __

_ f’honc , , . ___Kmail___________ _______

Kffi’ciisc Dati-of \ssi'4nmi-iil;____ ______

11. Apprus j! :iin! .Accoptanre uf Applii-ani Auciics Offidals

I liLriclu ih.i! ihc I'lulin fiiii!pini.-m iiismij nKvis ihc •.|iLVi:ic.Ti:i’r:s dcscniv hs DM \ ami in siatahL’ fur ii.vc an ihi.* Ds'p.maicn! ol'Milnan
•Mtaiis ILulif Comimimcaiuni >>stcm. 1 liinhor ajitcc ih.ii i will uka ihis piece ol'tsso-way railii'Csiuiimi-'ni mil of sen ice immalMids if'ii is unir.ii it> be 

■ i;;i ii! li’iciancc causes iniei feieacessiih oiher sniul.ir ia»!a> eijoipnieiil of is lieieniimeil li* ri'H he ispe aeeepied

1 fuiihenniue imlieaie ilia! .i- iKeexeenine anllK'nly in tins ayenev all siiNmimaie em;)lcises> sjiamei! aeee>s lu ihese fietpieiieies have ie».eneil. w suli 
leeenc N'.iiMiia! Ineuieiii Manayemeii! Sssieins (\!MS| irKimiy piinr in usiiia ii'.e>e li'ei|neiieies

I. ,n llie eseenliee nuiiioriU to eiiler into iiiiinal ayieemeiU. ami on heii.in'oriiie eir.pioyees ofiiiy ayeiiey who will h.ne access lo lailios iisied in ihis 
M> 'L heiehy accept aiul .lyi'ee to abide b\ all lenr.,' eomaiiicd wiihin ihis agreement

\pplicanl A:*enc\ Kxeeiilii c Anllmrils)■

Mi’ll .iliire:

it f Ay

Date; 2» -/o - D-

( oininunicnfion fiiformiuion Officer for DMA

1.the no oi tiio Depiiriniwii! of Military Ai'fairs. am herein ^i amino peniii>siini for the applieum aecney to transmit, receive on ihe 
Ireqaeneies lii;:; I'.ase Iven anpfineJ for use tin the Dep-jrtinem of Miiiuiy .Affairs Radio Communieatior System.

•John B. Blackburn, l.TC. In'! ARNC
Chief Informntion Officer
Kentucky Dcpartnietn of.Military Affairs

D kTK



10. Applicant Agency Radio Information

List the manufacturer, type, model, and number of radios in your agency that will be 
programmed with the KYARNG frequencies for use on the DMARC wireless system.

USER TWO WAY RADIO LISTING

NUMBER MFG MODEL# MODEL NAME ' MOBILE-PORTABLE-BASE -CP



11. Applicant Agency Cali Sign and Digital ID

List the call signs that you desire to use and match them with a name or position, DMA will 
assign the digital ID that will be displayed after this list is submitted. This feature will display a 
unit ID on the Frankfort Console as well as other units in the field when activated.

USER CALL SIGN LISTING & DIGITAL ID LISTING

CALL SIGN NAME/POSITION RADIO SN DIGITAL ID (TBA)


